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Academy for Listening
& Spoken Language

AG BELL ACADEMY FOR LISTENING & SPOKEN LANGUAGE

The Bridging Course

Foundational learning for the many people supporting children who ‘

are deaf or hard of hearing and their families.

WHY THIS COURSE MATTERS

Expanding access to Listening & Spoken Language (LSL) knowledge

There are around 34 million children around the world who are hard of hearing or deaf (DHH) (WHO, 2021), but only
around 1,100 professionals who are Certified Listening and Spoken Language Specialists—Auditory Verbal Therapists or
Auditory Verbal Educators (www.agbell.org).

Many more practitioners—including audiologists, speech-language pathologists, teachers of the deaf, special educators,
engineers, social workers, and related professionals—would like to know more about listening and spoken language
(LSL) practice. Some may not be eligible to become certified, or may choose not to complete the three- to five-year
mentoring process.

Parents may also wish to deepen their understanding of LSL practice, engage in parent-to-parent support, or contribute
to advocacy efforts. The Bridging Course offers foundational information about listening development, the
fundamentals of LSL practice, and intervention for children who are DHH.

Some participants may become future certified LSL professionals. Most will continue as lifelong learners within their
current profession, provide LSL intervention, and become important ambassadors for children who are DHH using

spoken language and their families. Through support of regional Bridging Course continuing education providers (BC-
CE), the AG Bell Academy is committed to improving the landscape of LSL knowledge globally.

COURSE FRAMEWORK

Three primary aims

© @ ©

Bridge knowledge gaps Remove a barrier Strengthen global knowledge

Build a practical, shared foundation in Eliminate the requisite degree Advance peer-reviewed, culturally

listening and spoken language practice. requirement as one barrier on the path relevant programming for learners around
toward certification. the world.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Bridging Course Q&A

Guidance for prospective learners and organizations considering delivery of a Bridging Course.

Who is eligible to enroll in the Bridging Course? v

The course is intended for people interested in working with, or already working with, children who are DHH and developing

Is the curriculum specified, and where is it available? v

The curriculum is guided by the knowledge-based learning objectives identified in the certification examination blueprint.

What is the purpose of the Bridging Course, and can parents pursue certification? v

Each Bridging Course addresses three Academy aims: bridging knowledge gaps related to LSL practice, eliminating a degree-related

How are course credits viewed for professionals with different backgrounds? v

The Bridging Course carries 40 credits, approximately 50% of the credits required toward certification. A participant’s prior

Can more than one LSL professional offer the course in a country? v

Yes. Multiple providers may be necessary, particularly in larger countries or regions with substantial learning needs. The number of

Is there a fixed course fee? v

There is no single fixed fee. Continuing education providers operate in different financial, geographic, and organizational contexts,

Is the course excessive in cost for a parent who may not pursue certification? v

The value of the Bridging Course is not limited to certification. Parents may use the learning to support their own child, connect with

Does the course need to be called “The AG Bell Bridging Course”? v

A provider may use a locally meaningful course name while clearly communicating that the offering is approved as a Bridging Course

Must an LSL professional have in-person experience in the country hosting the course? v

Not necessarily. Course providers should have a meaningful understanding of the cultural and practical contexts of their learners,

JOIN US SOON

Become a Future Bridging
Course Provider in 2027:
Application Informational
Session

Date: September 3rd, 2026
Time: 12 pm EDT; 9 pm EDT

\

This session introduces the application process for AG Bell
Academy's 2027 Bridging Course, a culturally responsive program
designed to expand global access to Listening and Spoken
Language (LSL) intervention. Attendees will learn about provider
eligibility, the 2027 application timeline, hear insights from Pilot
Program pioneers, and participate in a live Q&A.

Sign up here

A shared commitment to global access

There is a need for many continuing education providers to implement the Bridging Course in order to
meet global needs. Regional BC-CE providers help expand equitable access to foundational LSL
knowledge for professionals, families, and communities.

Bridging Course 2027
Application Timeline

June ‘26 November ‘26 April ‘27

2027 Bridging Course applications 2027 Bridging Course Provider Official 2027 Bridging Course
announced at the 2026 AG Bell applications become open to the Providers Announced by the
LSL Symposium public on November 15th, 2026. Selection Committee.
>

September ‘26 February ‘27

Live informational session for the Rolling applications close on
2027 application cycle on February 15th, 2027.
September 3rd, 2026.
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